{ L x . 7 


eral Quarter - Seſſions of the Peace 


County of ESSEX _ 


* : 5 x * 
15 3 * 
5 


„„ nh % omen © 


y Nicholas Corſellis, Eſq; one of Her Maje- D 


Fei Juſtices of the Pere for de t 
"Conley. | , | 
| Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Grand- Jury, S. 
ILO, 


5 1. / RGE by 
70 the Gr and-Fur Y, _ at the 
General. Quarter-Seſſons, &c. 


Eing defired by the Grand. Jury, ſeveral of the Juſtices of 
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the Peace and Gentlemen of the County of Eſer: to print 
the Charge I delivered at the General Quarter- Seſllons 
of the Peace, held at ping (ct the roth of July 1705,I 
rather choſe to expoſe my ſelf to the 

refuſe their Requeſt, and have accordingly printed the fame, and 


ſet my Name to it; which is as foſlows, 


Gentlemen, „ | 
Uſtices of the Peace have Power at their Seſſions to exa« 
mine, but not to try Treaſon, and ſeveral other Felonies; and 


| Where they have (in diſcretion) they do forbear to determine 


great ones. _ : | | 5 
What was Treaſon in ſome other Reigns will be ſo in this, whe- 
cher it come from the North or the South; tis eaſier for a Moth. 


do ſindge his Wings than extinguiſh a dating light. We have the 


happineſs to live under * who is a Native of our own Coun - 
ople and Conſtitution, hom every 
body may heartily and without grymbling obey; who had by 
our Law the undoubted Right, all other Pretenſions being 
weft excluded by Parliament; who is of our own Religion an 
Church, and has by her Royal Word fo declar'd her ſelf, in her 
Speech on Wedneſday the 11th. of March 1701. Her Majelty 
taking notice of her ſucceeding to the Crown, fays: © I am Ex- 
< tremely Senſible of the Weight and Difficulty it brings upon Me. 


© Bur the true Concern I have for Our Religion, for the Laws 
and Liberties of England, for the Maintaining the Succeſſion to 


the Crown in the Protaſigpt Line, and the Government in 
: bp. 4 ee Church 


ſure of ſome People than 
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* Church and State, as by Law Eſtabliſhed, Encourages * Os 5 
this Great Undertaking,” and concludes, As I know My Own 


«+ 


«Heart to be Entirely Eng/iſh, I can very Sincerely Aſſure you, 


There is not any Thing you can Expect or Deſire” from Me, | 


* which I ſhall not be ready to do for the Happineſs and Proſ- 


* 


© Religious Obſerver of My World. . 
In another Speech, on Monday the 25th of May, 1702. her 


© perity of England: And you. ſhall always Find Me a Strict and 


Majeſty ſays, My own Principles muſt always Keep Me In- 
* tirely Firm to. the Intereſts and Religion of the Church of 
England, and will Incline Me to Countenance thoſe who have 
* the trueſt Zeal to Support it“. FFC | 


4 


In athird Speech, on Saturday the 27th of Feb. 1702. her Ma- 


jeſty ſays, That all thoſe who have the Happineſs and Advan- 
< tage to be of Our Church, will Conſider, That I have had My 


Education in it, and that I have been willing to run great 
* Hazards for its Preſervation, and therefore they may be very 


et Sure, I ſhall always make it My own partieular Care to En- 
* courage and Maintain this Church as by Law Eſtabliſhed, and 


every the leaſt Member of ic, in all their Juſt Rights and Pri- 
44 vileges; and upon all Occaſions of Promotions to any Eccle- 
e fiaſtical Dignity, I ſhall have a very Juſt Regard to ſuch, as are 
© Eminent and-Remarkable for their Piety, Learning, and Con- 
© ſtant Zeal-for the Church; that by this and all other Methods 
« which ſhall be thought proper, I may Tranſmit it Securely Set- 
e tled to Poſterity. =: | 5 

A Queen that has Wiſdom and Prudence enough to ſee thro?, 


and in due time put a ſtop to any little Arts and Contrivances 


laid againſt This Church, by deſigning Perſons to skreen them- 
ſelves; after all theſe Aſſurances, which in Honour ſhe cannor, 
in Juſtice ſhe will not in the leaſt deviate from; Who can ima- 
gine otherwiſe without the higheſt Indignity and Affront poſſibly 
put upon their Sovereign? I ſay, living under ſuch Bleſſings as 
theſe, it may be impertinent ſo much as to name High- Treaſon. 
Gentlemen, - | | 1 5 
Voù can't but know how neceſſary it is to Preſent, and as much 
as in you lies, Prevent the writing and diſperſing of falſe News 


and Libels; I fear there are thoſe that frequently find fault with. 
the four late Reigns, and ſeem plainly to begin at the uniting off 
Great Britain, and reflect on the Illuſtrious Houſe of the Stuarts, 


upbraid One with Kingcraft, Falſhoog} and Cowardiſe (as much 
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f in them lies) juſtifie the moſt barbarous, and villainous Trea- 
ſon and Murther that ever was committed; another they call la- 
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zie, and deſpiſe the eighteen Years Peace when they were glutted 
with Plenty : and to ſhew their extraordinary Kindneſs to the Fa- 


milly, reflect on the Father of her Majeſty, which, one would 


think, might be reaſon enough to bury in ſilence all faults in him. 


Death it ſelf can't ſecure againſt theſe baſe practiſes; they cane 


permit the very Aſhes of a great Prelate of our Church to lie quiet 
jn his Grave, without the ill name of a Papiſt, whoſe Death, had 
it been thought legal (without doubt) the Judgment would have 


been revers'd by Act of Parliament, as a noble Earls was, where- 
in his Enemies Moderation is ſufficiently ſet forth. Of what dan- 


gerous Conſequences may it not be, to have the Proceedings and 
otes in either, or both Houſes of Parliament, or their Members, 
em made publick without Authority, 


Liſts, and thoſe falſe too, of Perſons that voted one way or o- 
ther? And as if the. firſt Grant from the Throne (as I take it of. 
courſe) were only to indemnify againſt the Crown, but every pri- 


vate Scribbler could (as he may fancy to call it) do himſelf. 
right, and by charaQtarizing Men of the ſtricteſt Honour and 


Worth, let looſe the Mob upon them; theſe things make Men 


look back upon the late Times with horrid Amazement; theſe un- 
natural Diviſions look as if wg did not indeed deſire that Peace 


we daily pray for; we muſt be in earneſt if we hope to beat the 
mighty Monarch of France, who, we find, is eaſier conquered in 


- a Coffee-houſe than the Field (notwithſtanding our early Cam- 


paigns.) How pleaſant ſoever the clear 45s. in the Pound out of 


the Rack-rent, without any deductions for Repairs, Tenants 


breaking, Lands in the Owners Hands, and other accidents; ſe- 
veral other Taxes and Exciſes, dearneſs of all Foreign Commodi- 


ties, ſome twice or thrice ſhipt, and the cheapneſs of our own - 
Product, plenty of Melancholy, or Vapours, and Paper credit, 
but pinching want of Money and Trade, and that hazardous too- 


may be to the Courtier and thoſe that fleece (I had almoſt ſaid) 
flea the People. The conſumption of Timber may eafily ſhew 
what huge Sacrifices have been made to preſerve the Soil; yer if 
the dark Secret of Families were look*d into, there would be a 


number of Mortgages, and Arrears of Intereſt found, that: has. - 
eat into the Bowels of the Ground, and almoſt devoured the poor 


ancient Country Gentlemen; not to ſay any thing of the ſad caſe. 
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of younger Children, and how young Ladies ſhall get Husbands, 


this ſhould provoke us to Peace among our ſelves, as we would 


get rid of this grievous burthen; and nothing keeps Men more from 
Unity than the diſperſing of falſe Reports. | | | 
It may be eſteemed a critical time to declare a Man's Thoughts 
in freely; but this, ever ſince I was capable of judging, was, is, 
and I hope will be my Opinion, not being a hafty one, but 
grounded on a long Conſideration, and the prejudice of Educa- 
tion to the contrary ; the more hazardous, the more it becomes 
every honeſt Man to publiſh of what Church he is and will ſtand 
by, eſpecialiy where a Perſon appears in a publick Quality, and 


under an Oath to diſcharge an Office to the beſt of his Underſtand- 


ing and Judgment, which 1 ſhall endeavour, without keeping fi- 


lent for fear, if the Churches Enemies were more numereus and 


wealthy, as is by ſome boldly, but without good reaſon aſſerted, 
or warping for favour; I ſhall look on it as an Honour to be miſ- 
repreſented, and as ſome People may fooliſhly call it, leſſened, for 
doing what I rake to be my Duty. I too weil know my own In. 
capacities and Inabilities to be fond of an honourary Truſt ; where 
a Man may have an Information againſt him, and yet never think 
himſelf too blame; a Truſt which is eaſily Accepted, but trouble- 


ſome and difficult in the Execution; where a Man ſpends his 


Time and Money, and therefore ought in reaſon to be protected 
tho' he miſtakes the Law, unleſs it be done corruptly. It would 
be thought hard in Weſt minſter-hall, for a Judge that enjoys a 
Place of Eaſe and Profit, and is never forc'd to accept it, to be 
puniſhed for barely acting as ſuch, tho' his Judgment be erro- 
neous and afterwards reverſed. There can be no ſuch Monſter 
as a Low Church, every Perſon muſt be zealous for maintaining 
her in all her juſt Rights, or whilſt he pretends only to her, an 


is not hearty for her, he ſhews to the World he's of no Church at 


all; whoever lives not up to the glorious Principles of the Church 
of England, ought to take the ſhame to himſelf; but the practice 
of the particular Members is no juſt reflection upon her, who diſ- 
penſes no Pardons for wilful Sins, or what ſhe judges unjuſt in 
her Profeſſors, or permits them hy pocritically to comply upon 
_ OCCASION. oe 

The firſt of Elixabeth takes notice that the repeal of the Statute 
of the 5th and 6th of Ed»ard VI. for an uniform Order of Com- 
mon Prayer and adminiftration of Sacraments, Rights and Gere 
monies, in the Church of England, by the firft of Queen 
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| Tawful excuſe to the contrary, reſort to their Pariſh-C 
Common Prayers, &c, ſhall be uſed, on every Sunday and Holiday, and 
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| was to the great decay of the Honour of God, and diſcomfort of 


the Proſeſſors of the truth of Chriſts Religion, repeals that repeal, 


confirms the Statute of Edward VI. enacts, Thas if any Beneficed 


Perſon ſhall declare againſt the ſaid Book of Common-Prajyer, ſhall be 
for the firſt Offence 5 rg or one Year, be impriſoned fix Months; 

for the f. depri ved; offending again, impriſoned a Year; offending 
& fourth time, impriſoned during life. That if any other Perſon, or Per- 
ſons, ſhall in any Plays, Rhimes, &c. ſpeak any thing in derogation, 
depraving, or deſpiſing the ſame, or any part thereof, ſhall pay for the ' 


firſt Offence one hundred Marks, be impriſoned fix Months; the ſecond. 
four bundred Marks, be impriſoned e And mac That every 


Perſon within this Realm, ſhall diligently and faithfully, having no 

2 Where 
there abide orderly and ſoberly, during the whole time, upon pain of 
275 Pence a Sunday, and enacts the retaining the ſame Ornaments 
By the 22d of Charles II. For providing further-and more 


© ſpeedy Remedies againſt the growing and dangerous Practiſes 


of Seditious Sectaries, and other diſſoyal Perfons, who under 
6+ pretence of tender Conſciences have, or may at their Meetings 
4 contrive Inſurrections (as late Experience has ſhewn” ; theſe 
are the very Words of the Preamble of the Statute, it enacts, 


| That if any above ſixteen be preſent at any eme, under pretenco of 
exerciſe of Religion, where there are 25 or more 


efides thoſe of the 
Houſhold, it ſhall be lawful for one Fuſtice to make a Record of the 
ſame, which is declared a Conviction; the Penalty of the firſt Offence 
foe Shillings, the ſecond ten ſhillings on every Offender ; and in caſe 

of Poverty, the Fines to be levied on thoſe able under ten Pounds, upon 
the Preacher twenty Pounds the firſt time, forty'the next; and this up: 


on the Penalty of one hundred Pounds upon the Fuſtice. 


Yet notwithſtanding the Church of England was armed with 


_ theſe and larger Powers, ſuch has been her denity, to agree to a 


Law that indulges all Diſſenters, that do but call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, in effect to ſet up a Religion of their own; ſo their 


Preacher takes a Licence, ſigns thirty five, and part of another 


of the nine and thirty Articles of the Church of Ezglend, and 
leaves the Doors unbarred and unbolted; which ſmall Compli- 
ances if they refuſe, Stubbornneſs, not Religion, muſt be the cauſe, 
and they incurr the Penalty of theſe two, and other Acts diſpen- 
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ſed with, and ought to be preſented by you. 
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Juice, and purſie the late AQ of Parliamg It. (tho? with a W 
mt) I rake ir to be a Miſdemeanour and, breach gf the 8 Ip 
and preſentable by you; if it Was _lawfhl before, *rhis Act was - 
vain. The Parliament were ſo render. in this Point af t to ma 

probationary, and that too but for a very ſhort Hens ; 16 4 is. 190 e. 
taking away that which is much dearer to a Man than his Goods, | 
and next to his Life, his Liberty, and perhaps carrying him where - 
the Queens Writ can't be executed; and if he have an Hu 
when he can, if ever he comes home; it is ſuch a Remedy a 

Man had e de be wor 1 have he Sta ſhank fo ſo word 
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on look like Perſons that have ſetved bars before, ind — 
ſand: your Buſineſs and Duty; it would be to no pyrpoſe to fay 
more: If any Doubt aoaged the N will be N to you' 
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